
Symptoms after
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine

Immediate-type*
(within 4 hours)

Local delayed symptoms 
at injection site 

(> 4 hours to weeks)

Treat 
symptomatically

Do not give
second dose

Consider testing +/-
slow administration

**fever, fatigue, chills, body 
aches, headache, nausea

Allergy/Immunology
Consult 

Give
second dose#

Typical immune 
response**

(24-72 hours)

Treat 
symptomatically

Give
second dose

*hives, swelling, difficulty  
breathing, low blood 
pressure, anaphylaxis

#except in the case of skin 
necrosis (e.g. severe Arthus

reaction) or a rash that blisters 
or peels (e.g. SJS/TEN spectrum

Who should get a second dose of an mRNA vaccine? 


